Autoimmune reaction in cryptorchidism?
The hypothesis that autoimmune reaction might be the cause of the degeneration of both testes in unilateral cryptorchidism was tested by examining testicular biopsies taken from cryptorchid patients during orchidopexy. The biopsies were studied by indirect and direct immunofluorescent methods, to detect possible circulating or tissue-fixed anti-testicular autoantibodies. Based on these studies the underlying cause of bilateral testicular degeneration in unilateral cryptorchidism seems not to be an autoimmune reaction.